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Preacher” by Time Magazine, as 
well as “One of the Nation’s 
Most Influential & Mesmerizing 
Preachers” by The New York 
Times, Bishop Jakes remains a 
charismatic, yet humble man. In 
1996, with minimal resources, 
T.D. Jakes founded The Potter’s 
House (TPH), a non-denomina-
tional, multicultural church and 
global humanitarian organiza-
tion, in Dallas, Texas. The church 
has since expanded to include 
more than 30,000 members, with 
more than 50 diverse ministries. 
While TPH, located in southern 
Dallas, is the designated home to 
numerous members, Bishop 
Jakes has fulfilled the needs of 
those residing in the northern and 
western regions of the Dallas-
Fort Worth metroplex, as well as 
out-of-state. TPH campuses are 
also present in Frisco and Fort 
Worth, Texas, as well as Denver, 
Colorado. 
 Bishop Jakes faithfully serves 
his local and global communities 
to embolden those who are mar-
ginalized, from Dallas, Texas to 
South Africa to Sydney, Aus-
tralia. “The Potter’s House 
charter is to extend a hand of 
help to the needy, a heart of com-
passion to the hurting, and a mes-
sage of empowerment to the 
disenfranchised.” To this end, 
Bishop Jakes provides a welcom-
ing church environment to all. 
Unequivocally, the diversity dis-
played throughout TPH is what 
makes it a truly progressive 
church, serving people of every 
socioeconomic status, age, na-
tionality, and race. Each year 
Bishop Jakes helps underserved 
communities through TPH mini-
stries, including homeless out-
reach, GED/literacy programs, 
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Bishop T.D. and First Lady Serita Jakes  are the parents of  
five adult children. (Photo/Courtesy: WTAL.org)

and AIDS outreach. Bishop Jakes 
also empowers communities 
through distinct national mini-
stries, including Global Partner 
System (GPS), MegaCARE, and 
Texas Offenders Reentry Initia-
tive (T.O.R.I.). With a steadfast 
love of people, TPH is consis-
tently ranked amongst the na-
tion’s most influential churches 
each year. 
 
Charismatic Influencer 
 
 “Others can inspire you, but ul-
timately the only thing that em-
powers you is what lies within 
you and learning how to better 
utilize what you’ve been given.” 
– T.D. Jakes, Instinct: The Power 
to Unleash Your Inborn Drive  
 
A proclivity to disrupt the status 
quo, Bishop T.D. Jakes is one of 
the most coveted faith-based in-
fluencers in business, education, 

film, and entertainment. T.D. has 
advised the last three presidents; 
in 2009, he was a featured 
speaker at the inauguration of 
Barack Obama; and in 2011, he 
gave remarks at a White House 
Easter Prayer Breakfast.  From 
Savoy Magazine recognizing 
Bishop Jakes as one of the “Top 
100 Powers That Be” to Ebony 
Magazine honoring him on their 
“Power 100 List,” Bishop Jakes 
continues to show the world how 
to lead with purpose. While T.D. 
Jakes possesses myriad leader-
ship qualities, his ability to lev-
erage his linguistic prowess, 
strategic insights, and servant 
spirit is unparalleled. Some of the 
most successful business ex-
ecutives and leaders travel from 
all over the world seeking 
Bishop’s counsel. T.D. Jakes has 
offered his insights at diverse 
forums, including The Aspen In-
stitute, The Willow Creek Lead-

ership Forum, and The SMU Tate 
Lecture Series, among others. 
His efforts have helped some of 
the world’s most illustrious 
leaders elevate their brands to the 
next level. 
 
Bishop Jakes also connects com-
munities from across the globe 
through various multicultural 
conferences. For more than a 
decade, MegaFest continues to 
receive international recognition 
as the nation’s largest faith and 
family festival. This phenomenal 
conference draws upwards of 
100,000 attendees from as far as 
Singapore, China. From Woman 
Thou Art Loosed, ManPower, 
MegaKidz, to Fire Code Youth, 
this conference will entertain and 
educate the entire family. Ad-
ditionally, Bishop Jakes offers 
entrepreneurs, pastors, and 
leaders an opportunity to hone 
their leadership skills through the 
International Pastors and Leader-
ship Conference. Bishop Jakes 
encourages you to attend these 
transformative conferences and 
events, as the wealth of knowl-
edge that he offers his audiences 
is invaluable. 
 
Best-selling Author & Award-
winning Filmmaker 
 
Named “America’s Treasure” by 
Oprah Winfrey, T.D. Jakes is a 
master communicator for all 
ages. His prose flows like honey 
from a soft Melianthus comosus. 
While many of his followers 
have familiarized themselves 
with Bishop’s sermons, few 
know that he also relishes mak-
ing people laugh, especially 
when trying to overcome life’s 
most daunting circumstances. 

The adage, “Sometimes you have 
to laugh to keep from crying” 
helps to keep one’s heart and soul 
healthy. While not every creative 
work that Bishop publishes dis-
plays overt hilarity, Bishop Jakes 
delicately weaves in a tone and 
style that helps the reader or 
movie patron feel a sense of 
peace and healing. T.D. Jakes 
offers a collection of award-win-
ning and New York Times best-
selling books, including Destiny: 
Step Into Your Purpose and In-
stinct: The Power to Unleash 
Your Inborn Drive. In the enter-
tainment space, Bishop Jakes has 
numerous film credits to his 
name, including the award-win-
ning romantic comedy, Jumping 
the Broom, among others. 
 
Devoted Husband and Father 
 
 As a devoted husband to First 
Lady Serita Jakes, Bishop Jakes 

eagerly supports his beautiful 
wife of more than 35 years. Se-
rita Jakes, a best friend, a mother, 
a grandmother, and a loving wife, 
is Bishop’s chief advocate as 
well. Serita and T.D. have man-
aged every business opportunity, 
as well as personal endeavors 
with their unwavering faith in 
God. The power couple has suc-
cessfully raised five beautiful 
grown children, including Sarah 
Jakes, Cora Jakes-Coleman, 
Thomas Jakes, Jr., Jermaine 
Jakes, and Jamar Jakes. 
 
The secret to their longevity 
belies “Hollywood marriage ad-
vice”.  Through the fortunate and 
not-so-fortunate times, Serita and 
T.D. support each other every 
step of the way. He encourages 
Serita to pursue her passions in 
the ministry, as well as her busi-
ness endeavors. To this end, Se-
rita serves as executive director 
for The Potter’s House Women’s 
Ministries, among other roles, 
serving the domestic violence 
community. With an adoration of 
design, Serita Jakes recently 
launched Serita Jakes Home, a 
thoughtfully-designed collection 
of candles and home décor ac-
cent pieces. Whether enjoying a 
long, relaxing walk along the 
beach or launching a business, 
T.D. and Serita Jakes support 
each other with their faith in 
God, and in each other. 

As a devoted husband to First 
Lady Serita Jakes, Bishop 
Jakes eagerly supports his 
beautiful wife of more than 35 
years. Serita Jakes, a best 
friend, a mother, a grand-
mother, and a loving wife, is 
Bishop’s chief advocate as 
well. Serita and T.D. have 
managed every business op-
portunity, as well as personal 
endeavors with their unwa-
vering faith in God. The 
power couple has success-
fully raised five beautiful 
grown children, including 
Sarah Jakes, Cora Jakes-
Coleman, Thomas Jakes, Jr., 
Jermaine Jakes, and Jamar 
Jakes. 

‘We the People’ focuses on a national network of Black museums 
and its third Juneteenth presentation commemorate Emancipation
 MEMPHIS, June 6, 2022 – On 
June 19, the National Civil 
Rights Museum will virtually 
join ten leading Black museums 
and historical institutions from 
coast to coast for BLKFREE-
DOM.org to commemorate June-
teenth, the historic day the 
Emancipation Proclamation was 
officially enforced, ending en-
slavement in Texas. As an annual 
collaboration, and now, a federal 
holiday, the BlkFreedom Collec-
tive has produced a virtual pro-
gram. In its third year, the group 
documents a national exploration 
of the U.S. Constitution in “We 
The People” through the eyes of 
historic museums and anthropol-
ogists from across the United 
States. The presentation will pre-

miere on partnering sites and 
partnering networks at 1:00 PM 
EDT / 12:00 PM CDT. 
 BLKFREEDOM.org will com-
memorate the anniversary of 
Juneteenth. Juneteenth dates to 
June 19, 1865, when union sol-
dier, Major General Gordon 
Granger, landed at Galveston, 
TX with the news that the war 
had ended and that the enslaved 
were now free. This announce-
ment was more than two and half 
years after President Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Procla-
mation. 
 
This year’s theme foundationally 
affirms the social identity of 
Blackness and its intersectional-
ity within American values while 

raising the consciousness of 
structural racism and oppressive 
ideologies that continue to polar-
ize this nation. The presentation 
explores how generations of 
Black Americans have preserved, 
innovated, cultivated, created, 
pioneered, strived, and cham-
pioned the true principles of free-
dom so that a new generation 
remembers, echoes, and cele-
brates its ancestors’ accomplish-
ments while remaining vigilant 
on not only issues of inclusion, 
diversity, and equity, but also jus-
tice as promised in the Constitu-
tion. 
 
Through the virtual event, partic-
ipating Black institutions declare, 
“We the people, having signifi-

cantly contributed to this country 
in its quest to form a more per-
fect union, desiring for it to fulfill 
its principles and values as es-
poused in the Constitution de-
spite years of enslavement, 
oppression, and discrimination, 
boldly define ourselves beyond 
race, condition, or socioeco-
nomic background. We are a ho-
listic community and culture 
with a profound legacy we carry 
with us today.” 
  
 BLKFREEDOM.org is a com-
bined effort among the African 
American Museum of Philadel-
phia (PA), America's Black Holo-
caust Museum (Milwaukee, WI), 
August Wilson African American 
Cultural Center (Pittsburg, PA),  

Birmingham Civil Rights Insti-
tute (AL), Charles H. Wright 
Museum of African American 
History (Detroit, MI), Dallas Af-
rican American Museum (TX), 
DuSable Museum of African 
American History (Chicago, IL), 
Harvey Gantt Center for African 
American Arts + Culture (Char-
lotte, NC), Historic Mitchelville 
Freedom Park (Hilton Head Is-
land, SC), National Civil Rights 
Museum (Memphis, TN), Na-
tional Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center (Cincinnati, 
OH), and Northwest African 
American Museum (Seattle, 
WA). This collaborative program 
will explore the meaning and rel-
evance of “freedom,” “justice,” 
and “democracy.”  

By Joseph Reagan 
 

During the first World War Ralph 
Lindsey, my great grandfather, 
kept a journal of his service on 
the front. He wrote about the 
front, his travels, his wounds, but 
the thing that came up most often 
– the mail. Fast-forward 100 
years. Even in the digital age 

 
Register for the historic 
final Woman Thou Art 
Loosed Conference in 
Atlanta at WTAL.org

The 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion receives Congressional Gold Medal 
in month of Juneteenth as legacy of ‘Determination, Dedication, and Distinction’

 
 BLKFREEDOM.org will 
commemorate the anniver-
sary of Juneteenth. June-
teenth dates to June 19, 1865, 
when union soldier, Major 
General Gordon Granger, 
landed at Galveston, TX with 
the news that the war had 
ended and that the enslaved 
were now free. This an-
nouncement was more than 
two and half years after Pres-
ident Lincoln signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

there is something uniquely per-
sonal about a written letter – it 
creates a connection that digital 
communications simply cannot 
match. Anyone who has served 
in the military knows – no mail 
equals low morale. 
  
In early 1945 as the Battle of the 
Bulge concluded Army officials 

reported that a lack mail was 
hurting morale. Warehouses were 
filled with millions of pieces of 
mail destined for the seven mil-
lion Americans serving in the Eu-
ropean theatre. The task of 
getting that mail to its intended 
recipients fell on the 6888th Cen-
tral Postal Directory Battalion. 
  Except for a few smaller units 

of nurses, the “Six Triple Eight” 
was the only all women, all black 
unit from the Women’s Army 
Corps to serve overseas during 
WW2. In response to the attack 
on Pearl Harbor our entire nation 
was mobilized to support the war 
efforts. While the war largely 
united Americans in a common 
purpose – the military remained 
segregated with the ability to 
serve being restricted based on 
race and gender. The women of 
the 6888th not only served – they 
had to fight for their right to 
serve.  The unit’s commander, 

Major Charity Adams – became 
the first black women to hold a 
commission in the Women’s 
Army Auxiliary Corps. 
  
The Six Triple Eight confronted 
warehouses stacked to the ceiling 
with letters and packages. These 
buildings were unheated and 
dimly lit, the windows blacked 
out to prevent light showing dur-
ing nighttime air raids. Rats 
sought out packages of spoiled 
cakes and cookies. As it was a 
cold winter, they wore long johns 
and extra layers of clothing under 

their coats while working in 
these warehouses. The unit 
members were organized into 
three separate shifts daily, so 
work continued around the clock, 
seven days a week. They tracked 
individual service members by 
maintaining about seven million 
locator cards including serial 
numbers to distinguish different 
individuals with the same name. 
They dealt with “undeliverable” 
mail which was sent to their lo-
cation for redirection. They in-
vestigated insufficiently 

Please see page 8


